ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 2F
Minutes of Regular Public Meeting
December 6, 2006 — 7:00 p.m.
Washington Plaza Hotel, #10 Thomas Circle, N.W.

Present: Chairman Charles Reed (2F01), Christopher DyEO82, Bob Ellison (2f04),
Mike Nelson (2F06), At-large Helen Kramer

Absent: Mike Benardo, 2F06, Sandra Biasillo (2F05), JiooK (2F02), Jim Richardson
(2F02), Samuel Robfogel (2F01) and Mike Sheaffé08)

Community Forum
(Announcements and Reports)
Chairman Reednoted a quorum was present, called the meetii@8t and mentioned
this would be the last ANC meeting of the year. thn asked for announcements.

Commissioner Announcements

Commissioner Dyerstated that mayor-eleddrian Fenty is hosting a transition meet-

ing at the Kennedy Center located dtahd P Streets, N.W. Please consult his website at
Fentytransition.org.lvin. for further information.

Chairman Reedannounced he had recently met wMhCollins and the director of the
D.C. Department of Transportation to discuss aesesf miscommunications regarding
work permits for Monarc Construction to perform sewvork in the Q Street alley.
DDOT agreed with our position regarding taking d¢niad action against Monarc and is
considering requiring covered sidewalks for allstomction projects. They also dis-
cussed obtaining more tree boxes because theatree®t growing as scheduled. There
was also concern about pedestrian safety whilesitrgst 18 and N Streets. The ANC
has received commitments frdvtichelle Corsio to have more DDOT people attend the
meetings. The DDOT'’s general counsel will sendAN all the permits.Chairman
Reedsuggested t&nn Simpson a member of the current mayor’s Task Force on
Parking, that she encourage #enty team to continue the same philosophy on parking.

PSA 307 Report- Lt. Mike Smith, Metropolitan Police Departmenhifd District

Lt. Smith gave his monthly crime report: crime during Novem2006 was down 25%
from this time last year; last week it was down 48Where is still a problem in the 900
block of N Street, so he personally issued somkipgtickets in that area. This action
had a dramatic effect on the local denizens; tteselbeen dormant ever since, with a
resultant decrease in burglaries. After his tebseoved some drug activity in the 1200
block of 11" Street, the very next day they set up a camerareut a subsequent arrest
for possession of 15 grams of cocaine. One o€Cramissioners]ennifer Trock, is
employed by a law firm and we are trying to gehal suit against these criminals. The
rowhouse is owned by the defendant’s sister angdhiee are hoping she just sells the
property. Lt. Smith mentioned a technological limitation with sometwé cameras: the
cameras are “set on scan” and don’t always reaamtes taking place right in front of




them. He indicated he had some handouts avaitabtbe table; crime maps and crime
posters are available for everyortellison asked.t. Smith is there were any further
arrests at 916 N and the lieutenant replied hisit@as still investigating.

Community Announcements

Lynne Munson of Alley Cat Allies and Metroferals announced therere many stray
cats and kittens on the street, longing for permahemes and they would be up for
adoption this weekend in Adams Morgan. She adadatthe Washington Humane
Society has just started a program for sprayingremudering cats and kitten®yer
mentioned the D.C. Government had recently passe@omprehensive Plan.

- 10 minute recess -

Approval of the Agenda
Chairman Reedreconvened the meeting by asking for approval efatpenda. He noted
that the Halo matter will be deferred to the Japumaeeting.

Approval of September 2006 and November 2006 Minuge

Reedmentioned that page four of the September minuatelstse ANC adopted the
resolution whichNelsonproposed, but there is no text of the resolutidie. wanted that
point corrected and for the Executive Director @kinthe full resolution available.
Nelsonremarked that in the November minutes, there sicee“comments” throughout

the minutes and on page seven, we need to havksthesements before we can approve
the November minutesDyer moved ancllison seconded the motion to approve the
minutes. The vote was unanimous.

ANC 2F Crime and Public Safety Report

Sheafferasked if the ANC had ever determined the correctenaf the Crime Com-
mittee. Reedsaid, in accordance with the changes in the Byd,dlaat committee is
now officially called the Crime and Public Safetgr@mittee (CPSC).

Review of ANC2F Performance Under its 2005-2006 Gtsaand Objectives
Statement

Reedannounced the next agenda item is to discussake atthe ANC and remarked
that CommissionermselsonandEllison will not be returning.Reedsuggested discussing
how the ANC'’s goals and objectives have been actishga. He himself thought the
ANC had been very active and had made “great pssgreSpecifically, the ANC has
increased the number of available parking placesding spaces for Flex cars. The
ANC members have served on the mayor’'s Task Farecen requestedReedcom-
mendedDyer on the huge amount of time he had spent on LCBiasillo chaired our
planning study in the area of zoning, includingngléor the old Convention Center site
and she also did some remarkable work in gettimgladousing for low income
Hispanics. The ANC obtained a number of grantse ANC got a lot of ABRA issues
and, undeHelen Kramer, revamped our plans. The ABC was basically atwitr this
ANC. The ANC worked hard to try and change thingh the help of some new
members over there. The same is true with therigp@ommission. The ANC worked




with committees to create the Crime and Public tga@f@mmittee.Jennifer Trock has
done some outstanding work with Smith “to put some bad guys away in long prison
terms.” Mike Sheafferis now working with Operation Crackdown with sopre bono
lawyers to develop a civil suit against some ofrieeghborhood criminalsReedwanted
to give each Commissioner an opportunity to stateesof his individual achievements.

Dyer noted he was personally able to visit with abalt bf his constituents. He did an
inventory of all of the empty tree boxes, prepaaedport and sent it off to the DDOT.
This resulted in planting 100 new tree plantsthmarea of charter schools, he
moderated the town hall meeting. The CompreheriBiae was also approvedlelson
observed there are two new businesses'oBtéeet: Vegate, a vegetarian restaurant, and
Viva. He felt his SMD is “fairly well informed” athhe looks forward to passing on the
torch to his replacemengkllison creditsMike Sheaffer with working hard to practically
eliminate prostitution on 3Street. On election daReedsolicited voters for their E-

mail addresses for inclusion in our List Serve. ddacluded the discussion by asking
people to read the minutes posted on the ANC Websitl to give us feedback.

Crime and Public Safety Matters

Mike Sheaffer, the Co-Chair, stated that vacant properties dellB16 19 Street. This
site “used to be trashed” and the D.C. Governntesi tleaned up the front of the
property. He stated the ANC has “reported 140@8eet a number of times,” and the
DCRA insisted this site was “secure propertheafferindicated this was not the case.
The ANC askedCouncilman Evansto perform an audit on both 1000 M Street and 1316
12" Street. Sheaffer deplored the storage of trash cans on the staeetsontracted with
the Court Offender Services to get more trash ppk He added that six juveniles were
charged with assaulting a pedestrian in the 12066kbbf P Street. A drug dealer was
arrested and the ANC successfully handled two afion cases in the past six months.
The ANC hopes to institute a civil suit against tvener of 916 N Street and will write a
letter to help facilitate the process. The AN bis a protest against District Liquor’'s
alcoholic license. There is a lot more graffiband and we’ll ask the city to post notices
to discourage people from writing graffiti.

Upon motion byReed seconded byer, it was

RESOLVED, That the ANC write a letter to Officer McCoy &fet Third
District to deploy additional police resources étmduct an Operation
Crackdown action to monitor the activities at 91&tkeet, N.W.

Vote: (4-0) Unanimous

Lt Smith added that we had two armed robberies in two wiettee 900 block of N
Street. Sheaffersaid he had asked the city to repair the strgbtdiin that block.
Nelsonasked the officer if he had any current knowledigeut MeepsLt. Smith
responded he had made a large bust there lasttihees;were a lot of stolen goods at
1208 9". He added the situation had turned into a horigidestigation. The officer



added that he thought that many of the area busagetave become more legitimate” in
recent days.

ABRA Matters

Park Place Liquor License Application and Sidew@éié (918-920 14 Street, N.W.)
Dyer stated thaMarc andAnne Barneswanted to open a nightclub at 920" 1@treet,
directly across from Franklin Park. He noted thatBarnes said they had missed the
chance to apply for a liquor license. He mentiotied some of the commissioners are
concerned that this nightclub will bring 600 todQQeople into the downtown area.
Reedaskedarneswhy the application specifically mentioned 1,0@&®ple and she
replied that a business pays according to the @ypthe Board determines.

Dyer had a number of concerns: because this is a d@ewamightclub, what security
provisions will be in place when 1,000 people @xib the streets at closing time? Also,
if there are any problems at the club, will theyl gt into adjacent Franklin Park? He
said parking would be a problem. The prior residdnhis site had been a small one
level carryout. If the nightclub is approved, ttensity will increase tremendously. The
facility will be house a restaurant on the firsbtfloors with space on an upper level, to
be rented out for special activitieByer added the ANC would entertain entering into a
voluntary agreement with tigarnesto address these issues.

Chairman Reedconcurred with everythinByer said and added, if anything, he was
even more concerned thBxyyer was. The chairman added: “Our policy shouldbeoto
impede businesses in that part of town, but weaneerned with ‘residential occupancy
and you are right across the street from Franldirk P At closing time, we are concerned
that safety issues existl am concerned about how the operation will peatand | want
a voluntary agreement.Dyer continued by saying he liked the sidewalk café ioeta
was concerned it would be the only outside caféapsil 3 or 4 in the morning.

Reedmade a motion, which was seconded\l®}son to have the ANC consider taking
action on the proposed application on the groumdts anpact on public, health, safety,
peace and quiet. The purpose of this is propilaciommissioner Reecheeds time to
deal with the owners to achieve their businessobibjes and also to protect the
community’s best interests.

There was discussion about how to procedurallyicoat Reedannounced that the
statute was worded so that if the ANC failed toéhawdraft protest by January 8, we
would need a voluntary agreement. ABRA then waldtermine whether or not they
would accept the voluntary agreement; they haveitjint to reject it. Reedis in favor of
waiting until the last day to file a protest.

Richard Williams, a resident of the nearby Midtown condos, thengsted the idea of a
voluntary agreement and mentioned he is “not corezkabout noise. Any people
leaving the nightclub at closing time would onlyake the homeless people in Franklin
Park.” He then directed his remarks specificadl{pyer, saying he did “not appreciate



[Dyer] saying he supported nightlife and then protestirggprotest.”Williams said this
was “unacceptable” to him and the club “sounds éikeasonable nightclub to me.”

Dyer then picked up the gauntlet by saying, “I was piag to abstain from voting, but
with your challenge, | now support the motion.”

Helen Kramer stated that without filing a protest under the ABi@& ANC has no
standing with the ABC. Therefore, they could jigstore any voluntary agreement or
any other comments the community could file. Shkid the regulations state the ANC
has to file a pro forma protest in order to haweright to be heard before the Board.
Then the ANC files a letter, withdrawing its prdte# is a pro forma matter and does not
mean that the ANC actually protests this restaigaerations.

Dyer mentioned that it is not violating nightlife togure a nightclub to provide parking
or to ask them how they will provide security.isltestricting nightlife if these folks are
asked to close at midnight and to get a restaarhtavern. He concluded by saying, “I
am darned if I'm going to allow a nightclub bringi600 people into our neighborhood if
they can’t handle parking.”

Anne Barnesstated she and her husband are not interestedolumatary agreement
because they feel they are known in the commumitiyreve a good pro-safety track
record with their ownership of the Love nightclubN.E. TheBarnestold Dyer that

they are proponents of safety because they ddatwaleople to bring weapons into their
clubs. They go to every ANC and appeal to therhe Barnes provided far more

parking spaces at Love than the Zoning Board requiiThey have a paramedic at the
nightclub and they pay police officers overtimgotice our clubs.

Commissioner ReednformedMrs. Barnes that they “do not have a track record in
Franklin Square. What you are saying, is ‘Trust’'MdReedstated the ANC has heard
that many times, and the ANC experience is thataut a voluntary agreement, night-
club owners do what they want to d@eedtold Barnes he “respectfully disagrees with
both your approach and your representations. rbasting, you said the time had
expired and there was no right for the ANC to pbterhat is simply not correct.” He
added that ABRA may give them a license, but hatfelas “arrogant” for th&arnesto
appear before the ANC to address some of theseenmthe ANC does have.

Reedadded that initially th®arnes’ plan was for a restaurant and now they are saying
would actually be a nightclub. He wanted someifatation. Dyer answered by saying
it would be a restaurant primarily in the daytime tvould turn into a nightclub at night.

Anne Barnesstated she could not remember the date at the B@@. She had a phone
call from the ABC and ABRA would post an advertisgmh This never happened and
the ad was reposted in the newspaper on November 16



Reedrestated the motion, whidlelsonseconded, and it was

RESOLVED, that the ANC form a propilactic partnership telséo
negotiate a voluntary agreement with Beanesregarding their
nightclub’s operations in Franklin Park.

Vote: (3-0),Dyer abstained. Motion carried.

Chairman Reedconcluded by saying that this ANC does not considenluntary
agreement to be coercive. There are certain c@etrs in voluntary agreements, with the
understanding that perceived problems can ledgetoemoval of restrictions.

Halo Substantial Modification of Operations (Roa#dR) (1425 P Street, N.W.)
Reedthen mentioned the next item of business, the Heltier, had been removed from
tonight’'s agendaJohn, one of Halo’s owners, said that the protest gewdl soon end.
The Studio’s architect has been working with ther with Miller Beam and Pagnilli

to totally redesign the rooftop deck, which wilMeaglass around it on three sides to de-
crease the noise. They hope to have a brand-resemiation for the ANC to consider.
Reedsaid the owners of Halo intend to give a Christprasent of $1,000 to help a
needy family. Gwen Clark, a member of the audience, said she thought thass w
“inappropriate” for Halo to give the moneReedthen restated what he thought was her
concern: It was not a conflict of interest for iC to mention this gift at an ANC
meeting. This is not a situation where the Board avhole or any individual members is
put into a position where there is a conflidied Brownfield of SGS Properties,
commendedHalo on the gift and added this was the first he’d Hedoout the enclosure
on the rooftop deckDyer askedHalo if they were aware they were part of the Historic
District and added that Halo would have to appe#foie the HSRB to give the owners
another chance to review their rooftop deck.

WASA Settlement Report on Expected 300% Increase in Water BAI<Collins)
Chairman Reedthen introduced the next speak&r Collins, Vice President of
Environmental Affairs of Occidental Petroleur@ollins stated that older builders have a
combined sewer system and that 36 of these systiste@ around Rock Creek park. A
newer way is to have stormwater not go into bodfesater. The Clean Water Act says
not to permit raw sewage into the water. He addatiwe must mitigate 96% of the

flow of water and to separate the sewer systene pFite was four billion dollars a few
years ago. WASA estimates that this will increasesewer bills about 300%, which
would be better than digging up the city street$iasreasing the sewer bills by 600%.
There are a lot of combined sewers, particularlylaryland. The settlement agreement
has been signed. An environmental group broughagainst the settlement agreement.
It could potentially open up this settlement groufe thinks the ANC should support the
current settlement agreement, which he feels ibéisé alternative. He added the ANC
could also askEleanor Norton for help in supporting this. He suggested the Ag¢@t

the letter to EPA Region 3 or to the Departmeniusitice. If the District asks for Federal
money, we need to agiteanor and also to send a letterfenty. Collins agreed to draft
a letter for the ANC to send next month.




Street Closings

Nicola BededowandChris Brown, sponsors of the"2Annual National Marathon, both
said they had read the ANC’s website concerningptilieies and procedures on street
closings and they would comply with them. Theyetithat the neighbors had given
their approval of the proposed street closingger stated they would need to obtain
90% of all businesses’ approval before coming leetbe ANC and they had no
objections.

Upon motion byDyer, seconded biReed it was

RESOLVED, That the ANC send a letter to the D.C. Emergency
Management Agency to ask them to grant the sttesings, and
expressing our support in the two organizations.

Vote: (4-0) Unanimous

Community Development Committee Repor{Christopher Dyer, Chair)

Dyer summarized the recent CDC meeting. Buying thest@mpt bonds to fund 1430 K
Street “will not cost the D.C. taxpayers anythirihe bonds are issued by Wachovia
bank in the name of the association, who will Ispomsible for any default on the
bonds.” The CDC proposed the ANC send a lettdatk Evans’ office in support of
this application. The second item was the spesiamptionAri Karen requested for
renovating his property at 1631™Street. He only wanted to add an addition to the
back of the house. His neighbors agreed with laisgpand the CDC unanimously
recommended to the ANC to support the renovatiofept. Dyer added these items are
both on the Consent Calendar, which means the ANI@@w discuss them.

Upon motion byDyer, seconded biXelson it was

RESOLVED, That the ANC accepted the recommendations o€Ch€
with respect to 1430 K Street, N.W. and 1631 S&eet, N.W.

Vote: (4-0) Unanimous

Treasurer’s Report (Given byChristopher Dyer, in treasureGandra Biasillo’s
absence)

Dyer stated the balance forward was $8,219.95 andntlie@ balance is $6,265.73.
Nelsonhas a question about the $15.00 bounced checlRfeedsaid it
Upon motion byDyer, seconded b§llison, it was

RESOLVED, That the ANC accept the quarterly report.



Vote: (4-0) Unanimous
Dyer said the ANC has three expenditures to appraovefitst is toJeannine Wray for
her November wages (in the amount of $684.80) hed¢cond is for a check made
payable to the D.C. Treasurer for $22.00. Adddibn there is a third item: the Verizon
telephone bill for $58.06.

Upon motion byDyer, seconded biReed it was

RESOLVED, That the ANC approve the three expenditures.

Vote: (4-0) Unanimous

Adjournment
There being no further busine§€hairman Reedadjourned the meeting at 9:06.



