
ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 2F 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER  3, 2004, 7:00 PM 
THE WASHINGTON PLAZA HOTEL 

 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Helen Kramer, Chair 
   Tom Funk, Secretary 
   Bob Hinterlong, Treasurer 
   Miriam Trimble 
   Jim Brandon  
 
Community Forum 
 
Commissioner Reports: Commissioner Brandon thanked the voters in SMD 2F02 for re-electing 
him.  
 
Edward Sayre, President of the Thomas House Residents Council, complained that the timing 
of the pedestrian crossing traffic signal at Thomas Circle is still too short for elderly and 
handicapped pedestrians to cross safely.  There are 54 seconds for half the crossing but only 
17 seconds on the other side.   Kramer said that she had talked to Charlene Dickens of DDOT 
about this, and that Ms. Dickens had explained that the shorter timing of the light from the traffic 
island to the west side of 14th Street was needed to accommodate the traffic coming into 14th 
Street from Massachusetts Avenue from the west.  Charlene Dickens said that the curb lane 
along 14th Street is now legally closed for six months.  It was not legally closed last week.  She 
said if there were any problems citizens should email her at Charlenea.dickens@dc.gov, or call 
her at 202-671-2710.  Paul London, owner of Thomas Circle Sports Club, said that his business 
is suffering greatly due to the closing of the alley leading to the front door of his business.  He 
doesn’t understand why a public alley is closed and asked the ANC for help.  He said that he 
would go out of business if customers cannot get to his building.  Dickens said that the alley was 
closed during the excavation of the building site as a safety measure, and that she would talk to 
her supervisor to see if there is any way to open a walking path in the alley.  
 
Jim Hill said he would like the ANC to take a vote to support legislation amending District of 
Columbia automobile insurance law to eliminate unlimited liability if a D.C. resident loans a car 
to someone who has an accident.  
 
Sgt. Emmerman, acting director of PSA 307 while Lt. Smith is on sick leave, presented the 
crime report.  Car thefts are still very high—41 in this report.  There have been many items 
stolen from cars, such as laptop computers, CD players, clothing, etc.  Kramer said it is obvious 
that some people just haven’t gotten the message that they should leave NOTHING in their car. 
Other crimes are down in the area.  Prostitution is still evident in the area. There was discussion 
about the teal blue Cavalier with a huge antenna that cruises the area of 10th and 11th Streets 
early in the morning.  Many people were familiar with the driver of this car—he is tied in with 
prostitution somehow, possibly as a pimp.  Michael Nelson asked if police ever ticket people 
who “block the box” and obstruct traffic.  Emmerman said that tickets are sometimes issued, but 
that it is hard to prove that a person knows they will block the intersection.  
 
Teresa Dubois and Tony Robinson from the Washington Convention Center made some brief 
announcements regarding the old convention center.  The demolition is going forward, and the 
building will be imploded on December 18 at 7:30 am. Traffic will be stopped around the area. 
The entire event will take about one hour.  Robinson asked that anyone seeing anything 
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unusual call the Convention Center Hotline at 249-3200.  Dickens said that the traffic plan they 
presented was not approved by DDOT.   ���������	
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Kramer added an update on Claridge Towers to the agenda.   Brandon moved approval of the 
amended agenda; Hinterlong seconded.  
VOTE:  Approved 5-0.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Brandon moved approval of the October minutes. Hinterlong seconded. 
VOTE:  Approved 5-0. 
 
Helen Kramer welcomed the candidates-elect for next year, and had them introduce 
themselves.  Charles Reed from 2F01, Brandon from 2F02, Christopher Dyer from 2F03, Matt 
Raymond from 2F04, and Michael Nelson from 2F06 were at the meeting and were recognized. 
Commissioner Funk introduced Sandra Barasillo who was a write-in candidate from 2F05.  
 
New Business 

 
1101 New York Avenue- Traffic Plan         
Alex Palacios of Centex Construction and Robert Braunohler of Louis Dreyfus presented two 
alternatives for street closings. The first includes closing one lane on 12th and one lane on I 
Street. There is a closure on 12th Street already further north. If this plan is approved, there will 
be a covered walkway on I Street. The alternative plan is to use the south lane of I Street, which 
is for parking now, but has no meters.  Dickens reminded the Commissioners that 1101 K Street 
is also about to start construction, resulting in lane closings.  Funk moved to approve the first 
alternative for street closures, Hinterlong seconded.  
VOTE: Approved 5-0.  Funk to send letter to Douglas Noble.  
 
Palacios said that he also wanted approval for cutting down some trees on the site: Two maples 
on I Street, a Ginkgo and a Sycamore on 12th Street.  Kramer asked whether the city arborist 
had approved this. They said they plan to plant 10 trees around the site to replace them.   
Charles Reed asked if they would make a commitment on the size of the trees.  They are 
proposing 4” caliper trees.   Hinterlong moved that the tree removal plan be approved, replacing 
them with 10 trees of 4-4.5” caliper.  Trimble seconded.  
VOTE:  Approved 4-1, Brandon dissenting. 
 
Presentation of plans for reconstruction of Q Street between 14th and 11th Streets 
Ramona Burns, Ward 2 Transportation Planner (DDOT), said that the repaving will be put out to 
bid this month, and that they expect work to commence in March or April.  When the roadway is 
being dug up, there will be no parking on the street, but it should be for no more than 3 -4 
weeks.  She will come back to the ANC with more details when a contractor is selected. They 
will also be putting in Washington globe lights, and brick sidewalks.  Kramer asked whether the 
residents had been consulted on the choice of materials for the sidewalks, to which Burns 
answered no.  Kramer said that brick does not last as long as concrete and is more difficult for 
elderly and handicapped people to walk on, especially in bad weather.  There was a discussion 
of the base for the bricks and if something more stable than sand could be used.  Burns was 
asked about the tree boxes that sometimes “disappear” during the repaving or sidewalk 
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replacement.  Burns said that she would monitor that.  The issue of “storing” building materials 
on the sidewalk or in tree boxes was also brought up.  Dickens said that it is illegal to store 
materials overnight in the tree boxes or elsewhere, and that residents should call 727-1000 if 
that happens so that DDOT can enforce the law.  Kramer asked if Burns could come back with 
an update at the CDC meeting.  Burns said that if she had an update by then she would let us 
know.   
 
Community Development Report 
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Old Business 
 
Claridge Towers 
Sean Metcalf, of Councilmember Jack Evans’ office, said that Tony Hillie, the resident manager, 
is the contact on this issue.  He said that there is a dispute over payment between the 
contractor and the D.C. government, and as a result work has stopped.  Kramer said that many 
of the lights on the scaffolding have been removed and people are drinking under there.   
Metcalf said that they tried to get security for the site, but that was not working and they have 
now requested more police surveillance.  Funk asked if some of the scaffolding can be 
removed.  On another subject, Metcalf said that the traffic lights at 11th and O and 13th and O 
Streets are slated to be completed by April.  
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Hinterlong moved acceptance of the following expenditures: 
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With a recent quarterly allotment payment, this leaves a balance of $17,939.07 in the account 
when these checks have cleared. Funk seconded.  
 
VOTE:  Approved 5-0. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  


